
Baen Free Radio Hour, Episode 6, Writing Suggestion 
 
Aka A Dead Body A Page Keeps the Editors Away? 
 
Here's the writing suggestion, for those who may want to get started right away. I'll post a 
transcript of the story that led up to this, too, in case you want to check that you heard it right. 
So, get busy and write to the stars! 
 
[Tony] So here's the writing suggestion we came up with based on Dave Drake's story. Write 500 
or so words of the most offputting, horrific, shocking piece you can possibly imagine. Then 
segue into 500 words of a regular story or novel you are working on. This may get the juices 
flowing and give you some new ideas. If you are part of a writing group, we encourage you to 
submit what you've written as new work without telling anybody that it's a joke. Get their 
reactions and please share them with us at the podcast forum at Baen's Bar. You can get there 
from the podcast page at baen.com. 
 
The Story Behind the Writing Suggestion 
 
Here it is! The real story, straight from David Drake. 
 
[Tony] We like to ask Baen writers for a weekly writing suggestion for our listeners. Now this 
can be whatever you want. It's usually a seed crystal for a developing writer to take and shape 
into a piece of work. The result could be a paragraph or two, a short story, or heck, even a novel. 
The caveat is that it should be something doable in a week. Listeners can post their work and 
discuss this on the podcast forum at Baen's Bar. You can get there directly from the podcast page 
at baen.com. 
 
This time we have something special from David Drake. While Dave sat down with us not long 
ago for an interview, between takes he began to tell a most fascinating story that turned into a 
great listen on how to handle editors. Some editors. We decided to turn it into the writing 
suggestion for this podcast. 
 
David Drake is probably best known for his military science fiction, which includes his 
Hammer's Slammers series of science fiction novels and his Republic of Cinnabar Navy series. 
The latest RCN series entry is The Road of Danger, just out in mass-market paperback from 
Baen. Now that you're in the know about pub dates and mass-markets and such, that was a 
February book. Other Drake series including his cowritten General series, which continues with 
The Heretic out in hardcover this month, so it's brand spanking new. This one was co-authored 
with Dave by yours truly, Tony Daniel. 
 
Here is Dave's story, followed by a writing suggestion. 
 
[Dave] Screwing Bloody Dead Bodies. The title of my novella for Betsy Mitchell. That's 
actually... That's a really funny story. 
 
[Tony] Didn't you... You were trying to screw with her, and... 



 
[Dave] Oh, I did. I did. She... Might even do for a story. No, she was doing a three author... A 
collection of three author anthologies. She was making a point of being very professional. When 
Jim and I did a project, it was usually we talked about it over the phone, and then I would send it 
in, and tell him to send me money, and he would send me money. Maybe at some point, 
somebody would remember to do up paperwork. This was kind of nice. 
 
[Tony] That's kind of the way Baen still does things. 
 
[Dave] Well, hey, it works really well when you trust each other, but it's also kind of a nightmare 
for somebody coming in later. Betsy Mitchell had been managing editor for Analog. So she was 
going to do it right. She sent out formal contracts ahead of time for the project, and there was a 
blank for the title of the work. I said, "I don't know what the title is." She said, "Well, just put 
anything in." I said, "Screwing Bloody Dead Bodies?" Which is the title of a real book of 
necrophiliac porn. A very rare one. She said, "Well, just fill something in." So that's what I filled 
in. 
 
Then in the course of writing it... Remember... I have said many times that when I'm in the 
middle of a project, it's crap. It's just utter crap. I keep going and I finish it. Then I go over it 
repeatedly, and it isn't actually crap, but it's always that in my mind. Doesn't matter, that's true of 
short stories, that's true in novels. It was true in this novella. 
 
So in the middle of it, I said to Betsy, "I don't know how this is working. I'm afraid it's crap." She 
said, "Oh. I get to edit you." Which is not actually what I want an editor to do. I could put that 
more strongly, and have to editors on occasion. But I just sort of drew up tightly inside. 
 
I finished the novella. Liberty Port, by the way. Then I thought, "She's gonna want to edit this, 
and I don't like to be edited." I really deeply don't. 
 
So I did a fake page and a half, and laid it on top of the real manuscript. The page and a half was 
titled, "Screwing Bloody Dead Bodies." Then I wrote a page and a half of a scene involving two 
mercenaries on the site of a shot up convoy. There were bodies bloating all around. There's 
communication workers in it. The men were chatting as one of them had sexual congress with 
one of the dead telephone operators, and the other was catching the flies that were rising off the 
bodies. Catching them in the air by hand, and then eating them, saying that they tasted like 
shrimp. 
 
He was lying. 
 
So I sent this off on top of the manuscript. Baen was in New York at the time. Not Riverdale. 
This was back on 260 5th Ave. 
 
So the mail person ripped the envelopes open. This was still submitting by hard copy. So the 
mail person ripped open the envelope and pulled out the manuscript and said, "Eww. Screwing 
Bloody Dead Bodies." Betsy, next desk over, says, "Oh, he didn't really use that title, did he?" 
And picked up the manuscript and started reading it. 



 
[Tony] How long did it take her before... Or did she realize? 
 
[Dave] It was... She said when she was able to think again, her first thought was, "He's Jim's 
closest friend. I'm going to have to publish this in an anthology with my name on it." But then 
she got... The third page was the real first page. We all had a really good laugh over it. By the 
way, she didn't try to edit my story. 
 
[Tony] I guess she was recovering from her shock. 
 
[Dave] It's... That's one of those things you can't be sure it's going to work, but boy if it does 
work, it sure was worth it. 
 
[Musical zing] 
 
[Tony] So here's the writing suggestion we came up with based on Dave Drake's story. Write 500 
or so words of the most offputting, horrific, shocking piece you can possibly imagine. Then 
segue into 500 words of a regular story or novel you are working on. This may get the juices 
flowing and give you some new ideas. If you are part of a writing group, we encourage you to 
submit what you've written as new work without telling anybody that it's a joke. Get their 
reactions and please share them with us at the podcast forum at Baen's Bar. You can get there 
from the podcast page at baen.com. 
 
That's it. Now write to the stars! 
 
Baen Free Radio Hour, Episode 6, Writing Suggestion from David Drake 
 
Here's this week's writing suggestion, for those who may want to try it out.. I've posted a 
transcript of the story that led up to it, too, in the Baen Free Radio Hour Podcast forum, or of 
course, you could listen to the podcast available at  
[url=http://baen.com/podcast/podcast.asp]http://baen.com/podcast/podcast.asp[/url]. So, get busy 
and write to the stars! 
 
[Tony] So here's the writing suggestion we came up with based on Dave Drake's story. Write 500 
or so words of the most offputting, horrific, shocking piece you can possibly imagine. Then 
segue into 500 words of a regular story or novel you are working on. This may get the juices 
flowing and give you some new ideas. If you are part of a writing group, we encourage you to 
submit what you've written as new work without telling anybody that it's a joke. Get their 
reactions and please share them with us at the podcast forum at Baen's Bar. You can get there 
from the podcast page at baen.com. 
  
 


